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If your child has been diagnosed with hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy (HIE) and/or cerebral
palsy (CP), you may choose to hire a birth injury lawyer to investigate precisely what
happened and determine if a medical error led to your child’s condition. Choosing a lawyer
can be overwhelming, especially if you have never participated in a lawsuit before. Consider
asking the following questions to a prospective attorney before deciding whether to pursue a
case with them:

1. “Does your firm focus
specifically on birth injury
cases?”
Birth injury cases are very complicated. It is important to choose a lawyer that understands
both the medical and legal intricacies involved. Many firms advertise their services in birth
injury law, but generally do not actually handle these cases in-house. Instead, they refer birth
injury cases to other firms with more specific experience in this area of law. If you go directly
to a niche birth injury firm, you will be able to form a more personal relationship with your
attorney, and your case will likely receive a lot more attention by experts who exclusively
handle these cases.

https://hiehelpcenter.org/what-is-hypoxic-ischemic-encephalopathy/
https://hiehelpcenter.org/medical/associated-conditions/cerebral-palsy/
https://hiehelpcenter.org/medical/associated-conditions/cerebral-palsy/
https://www.abclawcenters.com/finding-an-hie-attorney/
https://www.abclawcenters.com/finding-an-hie-attorney/
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2. “Do you have any medical
professionals in your legal
team?”
Birth injury lawyers tend to be very well versed in the medical and legal aspects of birth
injury cases.  However, medical professionals, specifically those who have worked in
obstetrics or a NICU, have a unique ability to recognize subtle forms of malpractice. Some
firms employ nurses with relevant experience to:

Speak to clients
Review their records and
Provide insight into what types of errors may have occurred during or shortly after the
birthing process

These nurses are able to pick up on forms of malpractice that might not be as immediately
obvious to a lawyer; therefore, these firms are able to explore cases in more detail and have
a better chance of securing compensation for their clients.

An HIE diagnosis can be difficult, but our team is here to help. Call
us when you're ready.

https://hiehelpcenter.org/contact-us/
https://hiehelpcenter.org/contact-us/
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3. “If we don’t win, will I lose
money?”
The best birth injury lawyers operate on a contingency fee policy: if they don’t win or settle
your case, you pay nothing. There is no risk of you losing money from this type of suit.

4. “How much compensation
do you usually secure for
clients?”
Most attorneys will post their recent wins and settlements. However, this number does not
necessarily reflect how much the clients actually obtained. It may include lawyer fees and
other lawsuit-related expenses, payback to insurance companies, etc. When comparing
numbers, it is important to know whether you are looking at totals, or the actual annuity
(money paid each year) the families received.
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5. “What are some of your
credentials/biggest
accomplishments?”
You can ask a prospective lawyer to tell you about:

How long they have been in practice
Whether they have any leadership positions in legal groups specific to birth injury, such as
the Birth Trauma Litigation Group (BTLG), and
What sort of awards they have won
Their biggest birth injury settlements to-date

This will give you a broader picture of how qualified they are to take on your case and how
they are viewed by their peers.

How do I find the right
attorney for my family?
Choosing a lawyer can seem complicated, but it really boils down to a few important
considerations. Once you have settled on one, the case itself should not take up very much of
your time, with the exception of important dates when you will be needed. Your attorney will
need to talk to you about your experience with the birth of the child in question to get a
better sense of what may have gone wrong. However, this should only take a few hours.

The rest should be handled by the law firm, in consultation with medical experts. While the

https://www.abclawcenters.com/results/
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case is ongoing, you should be free to go about your daily life, and will have plenty of time to
care for your child(ren). A caring attorney will understand that parents’ number one priority is
the well being of their children; that is, after all, the primary reason for pursuing a birth injury
case in the first place.

Medical negligence can cause HIE. Do you have a case?
Call us today for a free legal consultation.

About the HIE Help Center and
ABC Law Centers
The HIE Help Center is run by ABC Law Centers, a medical malpractice firm exclusively
handling cases involving HIE and other birth injuries since the firm’s inception in 1997.

We are passionate about helping families obtain the compensation necessary to cover their
extensive medical bills, loss of wages (if one or both parents have to miss work in order to
care for their child), assistive technology, and other necessities.

If you suspect your child’s HIE may have been caused by medical negligence, contact us to
learn more about pursuing a case. We provide free legal consultations, during which we will
inform you of your legal options and answer any questions you have. Moreover, you would
pay nothing throughout the entire legal process unless we obtain a favorable settlement.

You are also welcome to reach out to us with inquiries that are not related to malpractice. We
cannot provide individualized medical advice, but we’re happy to track down informational
resources for you.

https://hiehelpcenter.org/contact-us/
https://hiehelpcenter.org/contact-us/
https://www.abclawcenters.com/about-the-firm/
https://hiehelpcenter.org/finances/legal-options-medical-malpractice/
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Related reading
Is HIE a Birth Injury?
Causes of HIE
Legal Options for Medical Malpractice

https://hiehelpcenter.org/2019/03/15/is-hie-a-birth-injury/
https://hiehelpcenter.org/medical/causes-risk-factors/
https://hiehelpcenter.org/finances/legal-options-medical-malpractice/

